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Unreal past time

Speaking

1 Read a text about the passing of time.
Work in pairs. Guess the word that goes
in each gap, to rhyme with the word in the
previous line.

When as a child, | laughed and wept,
Time __Crept

When as a youth, | dreamt and talked,
Time

When | became a full-grown man,
Mo,

When older still | daily grew,

Time

Soon | shall find when travelling on -
Time

2 %5 3.23 Listen to check your ideas. What
point about time does the writer make?

e Why might we perceive the passage of
time differently depending on our age?

2 Listen again and answer the questions.

1

Useful ph

Which kind of time is associated with

the following?

a anever-ending river d prosperity

b female e reincarnation
¢ male f schedules

How do polychronic and monochronic
time differ with regard to time
management?

Discuss the questions with a partner.

Which of the concepts of time described
by the speaker is closest to your own
views, and why?

How is timekeeping (eg punctuality,
meeting deadlines) viewed in your
country?

How good are you at time management?
Give examples.

Can you think of times when time has
gone particularly slowly, or quickly,
for you?

® Punctuality is regarded / viewed / seen as ...
® Multitasking is considered (to be) ...

® |t is good manners / bad manners /
(un)acceptable to ...

Listening and Speaking

1 %5 3.24 You are going to listen to
someone talk about how time is conceived
in different societies. As you listen, label
each diagram with one of the terms in the
box. Which sorts of societies typically view
time in these ways?

cyclical linear monochronic
polychronic
1 3

1 Match the two parts of the sentences to
make time expressions.
1 If you squander or fritter away time
2 |f you take your time over something

3 If you kill time, or do something just to
pass the time,

4 |If something takes up a lot of time,

If you make or can spare the time to
do something,

If you spend time doing something,
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you do it slowly.

you waste it.

you use it to do an activity.
you make sure you do it, as it
is important.

you fill time with something you are
not really interested in.
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it is time-consuming.

Q§§> 2 Wirite questions using some collocations
O to ask a partner, eg:
2 4

How do you kill time when you’re waiting
for a bus or plane?




Grammar

e in the English tense system, as in most
Western cultures, time is viewed as a
line going from past to future:

PAST —» PRESENT —» FUTURE

e past events can be represented as:

— single completed events: X
— repeated events: XXX
— continuing activities or states: ~—~—

1 Match the following sentences to a
timeline below. Compare with a partner.

1 I started school at the age of six.

2 We lived in Buenos Aires for six years.

3 We went to the seaside for our holidays
every summer.

4 I got married while I was living in India.

A
==
now
B
X |
now
C
=
now
D
XX
now

2 @ 3.25 Listen to some short dialogues.
After each one, decide who might be
speaking to whom, and what or who they are
talking about.

They could be talking to ... She offers to ...
because ...

3 Work in pairs. Try to finish the sentences from the
dialogues. Then listen again to check your answers.

1 Ifonlyl __ walk home.

2 Actually, ’d ratheryou | ifyou
don’t mind.
Its imeyou __ a haircut.

4 I wish you wouldn’t speak to me as if
a child.

s I ifyou’d like to go out tomorrow night.

6 Stuarttoldmeshe _ swimming on
Tuesdays.

7 I Tcould take tomorrow off.

8 Iwish____ agreed to work overtime.

4 Read about uses of past forms in English, and match
each rule to one of the sentences in exercise 3.

Use the past simple:

a after It’s time (you / he / etc) ... to say that an
action is urgent or overdue

b after I rather (you / be / etc) ... to indicate a
preference about someone or something else

c after (she) said / told me that ... in reported speech,
even if a fact is still true in the present

d after as if or as though to describe a present action
or state that is not actually true

e after [ wish or if only to express a desire for
something that is unlikely or impossible in
the present

Use the past simple or past continuous:

f to make a statement more polite by distancing
yourself from a present state or action

Use the past perfect:

g after I wish or if only to express a regret about
something that happened or did not happen in
the past

5 Complete the sentences so they are true for you.
Read your sentences to a partner, and give more details.

* Ifonly Ididn’t have to ...
e Itstimel...

e I’d rather [name] didn’t ...
e [ wish Iwere...

e [ was hoping that ...

e IwishI'd...

Grammar focus ~ explanation & more practice
of unreal past time on page 148







